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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS--------------__
news release
CONGRESSMAN DE LA GARZA NOTIFIED OF DESIGNATION OF MINEHUNTER
USS HERON TO HOMEPORT INGLESIDE
For Immediate Release: 16 February 1994
WASHINGTON -- South Texas Congressman Kika de la Garza reported today that he has been
notified by the Department of the Navy that Homeport Ingleside has been designated as the initial
homeport for the newly constructed second OSPREY-class coastal minehunter USS HERON, to
be effective upon its expected commissioning in June 1994.
"The addition of the USS HERON will strengthen Ingleside's role as a premier mine
warfare center," de la Garza said. "1 am always pleased when the Navy recognizes the importance
of Ingleside's mission as it has through this designation."
The USS HERON, which will come from the Intermarine USA Shipyard in Savannah,
Georgia, will have five officers and 46 enlisted men. It is designed to locate and neutralize
various types of mines, and may be employed to assure access to the sea by strategic and
conventional naval forces, to keep vital navigational chokepoints open for naval and merchant
vessels, or to proceed in advance of amphibious landing forces. It will be equipped with a
remotely piloted submersible system for mine neutralization and a high frequency sonar for mine
location.
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